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report on Gross Doelln
airfield which gives informetion under the following headings: (1) Radio
end Rader Equipment, (2) The No, 1 Storage Installetion, (3) An Unidentified
Building Neer Gross Gollinsee, (4) AA Equipment, (5) North/South Taxiway, and
(6) Current Rumars, Two sketches are also included, one shows the relative
positions of radio and radar equipment and the other shows the features of
radio and radar arrays.
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EAST GERMANY

AIR/MILITARY

Miscellaneous Information on the GROSS DOELLN
Airfisld (as ot 31st December 1955)

a1l map references are taken from GERMANY 1: 25000 AMS series M84L
third edition sh=et numbers 2946 and 2947.

APPENDICES

Attached at Appendix "A" is an overlay taken from 1425000 map showing
relative position of all known radio and radar equipment on the a/f.

Attached at Anpendix "B" is a series of wough sketches showirg features
of various radio and redar arrays.

1. RADIO AND RADAR EQUIPMENTS

The tollowing equipments were identified and located in the EASTERIT
portion of the a/fi- (see overlay at Appendix "A").

@ At approx. M3 050 772, there was a single mast approx. 8 - 10 m. in
height secured by 2 s3ts »f guys. In the immediate vicinity there was an under-
ground concrete bunker believed to contain & transformer, and a radio van. An
underground power cable leaaiag from the SOUTH EAST dispevsal system to tie SOUTHERN
end of the NROSS GOLLIN SEE feeds into this bhuaker.

t) A similar mast with zn associated radio van aud urderground bunker was
located in a smail clearing at approx. MR 081 772. This aerial is located at the
intersection of 4 Jagens.

c) At approx. MR 079 770 in Jagen 114 adjoining the crossroaas, there is
a small single storied brick built hut, measuring approx. 8 x 6 m. Adjoining this
building, there is o radio display consisting of b masts. 4 of these ore fixed
masts, beiag each approx. 8 - 10 m. 1n height and spaced approx. 20 ~ 25 m. apart.
In addition %o these, therc are 2 radio vans located in the centre, cuch of which
had a tubular mast approx. 6 - 8 m. in neight, secured in the rear (se: sketch (c)
of Aprendix "B"). A single loose aerial fed into a small tenc-like structure
which was positioned nearby.

d) During Oct 55, a TOKEN rada: was installed in Jagen 115 at approx.
MR 077 764. This radar was set-up on the crest of a shallow mound approx. 2 - 3 m.
in height, ard nearby there were 2 or 3 mixed 2 and 3 axled lorries. This equipment
did not appear to operate at regulayr intervals and was still in situ on 28 and 29
December 55.

e) A radar, tentatively identified as a XNIFEREST was located at approx.
MR 043 763 in Jagen 155.

f) Adjoinirg the WESTERN side of the heavy AA battery located in Jagen 184,

near tho SOUTHERN end of tne (GROSS GOLLEN SEE, there was a cluster of approx. 6
vehicles and trailers. % of these vehicles were normal 2 axled radic vars, each
of which appeared to havc a mast approx. 4 - € m., in height attached to the rear;
2 trailers were parked quiie closg to each other, one having the appearance of a

very wide squat caravan approx. l# m. in height (todywork) and rountcd on the roof
of this there wes a large opaque semi-circular dome approx. 2 - 2% m. in diameter
(see sketch (b) of Appendix "B"). The other trailsr, located approx. 20 m. away,
consisted of a built up platform on which was mounted a canvas covered array and
through this ribs could be obscrved. This structure resembled an inverted boat,
the array being curved and having an overall longth of approx. 4 m. ( see (a) of
Appendix “BY)
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g) A semi-permanent telephone system has been set-up on a series of
wooden masts follrwing the fire-breaks between the various Jagen, the system
connecting the brick building adjoining the radar site in (¢) above, connecting the
TOKEN in (d), the KNIFEREST in (e) and continuing WESTwards on to the main domestic
site in Jagen 126. The exach terminal was not known, but from the direction
followed by the telephone wires it must be somewhere in the vicinity of the H.Q.
buildings.

2. NUMBER _ONE STORAGE INSTALLATION

a) On frequent visits to No. 1 Storage Installation, it was observed
that the original concrete roadway and aprons on the WESTERN side of the site were
in a very poor condition, in sevcral places there being numerous wide cracks and in
at least 2 sections there has been considerable subsidence. The concrete road
( approx. 8 m. in width) connecting this depot to the ncarby GROSS DOELLN/KURTSCHLAG
/TEMPLIN road appears to have particularly suffered.

There are no drainage facilities anvwhere on this site, and any storm
water is very glow in dispersing, making the un-concreted portions and building.
sites under development very water-logged ana treacheirous.

b) By Christmas 1955, there were approx. 6 small brick buildings under
constructior adjoining either side of the centra NORTH/SOUTH road, he buildings
being surface structures, lightly built anc measuring approx. 10 x 6 m. The
buildinge open on to thec centre road, being set approx. 20 m. tack with no inter-
vening concrete aprons. The buildings werc only partially complete when last
observed, not having reached the roofing stage, and it cannot be positively stated
whethor cr no:t thare are windows o. vents being built into the sides or rears.

¢) It is proposed to build n concrete rosd between the SOUTH EAST corner
of this site, and the SOUTHWEST dispersal system adjioining hard standing No. 5.
This road has already been surveycd, marked out ané in pluces partially cleared.

SAF vehicles leaving this sicrage depot laden with crated bombs use
2 routes:

(i) vin the concrete road leading SOUTHwardson to the main TFMPLIN/
KURTSCHLAL/GHOSS DCTLLN 1cad and turning up on to the new concrete road aljoining
the outskirts of KLEIF DOELLN to the SOUTHWERT dispersal system. The vehicles
then continue on to the a/f vie the NOHTH/SOUTH taxivay.

(ii) by turning left at the immediate SOUTHERN barbed wire exit to the
depot and proceeding EASiwards over a2 rough cle.red track to join the old road
leading to GRUNEWALD at approx. MR 971 751, the vehicles then proceed inte the
village o GRUNEWALD, leaving at MR 981 760, and following a track/fire break
EASTwards to join the NOETH/SOUTH taxiway approx. 50 m. NORTH of the rail crossing
point.

There is a third (unofficial) rouse used by contractors vehicles, which
leaves No. 1 Storage Instailation by the same point as (i) above but uses a
track/flre break commencing at MR 970 743 leading divectly on to the SOUTHWEST
dispersal system. The vehicles then continue EASTwards to enter the NORTH/SOUTH

taxiway at approx. MR 000 747. This route is entirely rough and during wet
weather is practically imvassable owing to the water-logged, churned up state of
the ground. It is particularly bad in the centre portion at the lower onds of

Jagens 136 and 137. As the site of the projected new roadway lies close to this
boggy area, one of the Germun surveyors expressed his concern over the difficulties
that are sure to be experienced in building a road sufficiently strong to stand up
to sustained hoavy traffic.

b) The bombs stored in at least 2 of the 3 WESTerly brick built storage
sheds appear to be of the conventional type fitted with squarish tail fins and
encased in slatted wooden frames. No accurate dimensione of the individual bombs
could be ascertained, these bombs arriving by closed waggon «nd being offloaded
by SAF personnel directlv into the sheds. Tne 3 sheds located on the EASTERN
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side of the site apvear to be identical with the 3 original WESTERN ones but
rema“ned empty and were without zny interior fittings.

@) The series of barrack huts/builders sheds originally sct up in the
NORTH FAST corner of this depot, have been mostly dismantled and taken to a new
site in a cleared areca adjcining a rail spur leading into either Jagen 132 or 135.
Extersive clearing and levelling has taken place on this new site, but as yet no
actual construction has began. Tt is rumcured that a second ammunition depot,
together with a special fuel installation is to be built on this site, having its
own road link to No. 1 Storage Depot.

3,  UNKNOWN BUILDING ON EDGE OF CROSS SOLLIN SEE

A single storied brick building, +dentical to the 3 structures lccated
in a clearing on the NORTHERN side of the main runway, bas now been constructed
at MR C52 771 on the ndge of the GROSS GOLLIN SEE. This building is situated at
th: base of a fairly steep incline, the building being flat-topped and, from the
disturbances of the soil, is presumed to be cornccied by a cable to the nearby radio
installation located at approx. MR 050 772. This building has a brick built
hollow shaft, resembling a chimney stack, extending from the base up to the flat
roof.

4. A.A, EQUIPMEAT

a) There dces not. appear *o be any fixed permanent AA sites on or around
this a/f. Dur.ng 1955, at least 3 sites werc occupied by both Bofers type AA guns
and heavy "85 mm" LA guns.

At the BASTERN cnd of the a/f, at approx. MR 051 770, a site consisting
o either 6 or 8 heavy AA guns has been more or less permanersly ocvcupied since the
Spring of 1955. The 2 othar sites, one being in a corresponding position at the
WHSTZRY end of the rurway at MR 000 770, and the other at 020 773, have both been
occasionally occupied by light (Bofers type) guns.

b) No heavy concrete emplacements have been built oa ary os the sites,
the existing site adjoining the GROSS GOLLIN SEE appearing to be a temporary make-
shift affzir consisting of an earthern gun cmplacement.

c) Therc is a temporary tented and huited complex occupied by aan AL unit,
adjoining the lower end cf the main domestic site near the new married quarters
site. This complex is enclosed by a rough barbed wire fence, and accomrodates
approx. 200-300 Sovict army personnel, together witn 20-30 miscellaneous AA guns
and vehicles. There are no signs of any permanent buildings being set up in this
complex.

5.  NORJE/SOUTH TAXIWAY

a) This approx. 50 m. wide taxiway leads off from the SOUTHWEST corner
of the SOUTHERN parallel taxiway and terminates approx. 500 m. MORTH of the village
of KLEIN DOELLN. 6 concrete hard standings have been constructed at the extreme
SOUTHERN end of this taxiway, Nos. 1 to 3 being on the EASTEIN side, vwhilst
Nos. 4 to 6 lie on the WESTERN side. This series of hard standings lies complete-
1y open to the public, and is at present ungucrded apart from an irregular patrol of
SAF sentries using bicycles.

b) There is a narrow portion (either 20 or 21 m. in width) extending for
approx. 500 m. 2t each end of this NORTH/SOUTH taxiway, both portions now being
widened by the addition of a 7 m. strip on egach side. The NORTHERN portion has
already been widened, whilst the SOUTHERN pation has only been prepared for future
concreting. The concrete in these new strips is being laid to a thickness of 15cm.
without any form of ballast under foundation.
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¢) Adjoining each side of the main (centre widened) portion of this
NORTH/SOUTH taxiw.y, there is a shallow gully approx. 80 - 100 cm. in width which
serves as a drain. There is no underground drainage sysiem adjoining either this
or any other taxi/runway systems on the &/f. None of the 6 hard standings
(Nos. 1-5) appear to have any gullies adjoining them and there are indications
that these, together with the approx. 20 m. wide taxiways feeding them, are to be
widened by a similar 7 m. strip.

d) There is a uniform clearcd and levelled strip approx. 5 m. wide
extending the entire length of the NORTH/SOUTH taxiway, thus giving a minimum
clearance of 70-75 m. at any one point. A portion of the woodland adjoining the
NORTH FASTERN side of this taxiwey has been cut back to a depth of approx. 50 m.
for the initial 500 m. of the original narrow (now 35 m. wide) portion of the
NORTH/SOULH taxiway.

e) Fach of the 6 hard standings has been cut back to a depth of approx.
25 - 30 m., and the cleared strip on the further side of the feeding taxiways has
a depth of approx. 10 u.

f) On at least 3 occasions, a twin-engine transport aircraft has been
observed to take cff using this NORTH/SOUTH taxiway (starting from NORTH to SOUTH)
None of the jet ~nzine bomber aircraft stacioned on the a/f has ever ottempted this
feat and oae of the trensports during take-off appeared to swing badlyv and climbed
steerly, sc:aping over the aijoining tress and breaking off several upper boughs
in so doing.

6.  RUMQURS CURRENT ON THE A/F

Tre following rumcurs were very strong amongst personnzl working on the
a/f during December 1955.

a) That tisre were 2 separate Russian flying units on the a/f, one a
bomber unit and the other a training uniq {sovrce cstimated that therc were at
least 40-.15 IL 28s and U-IL 28s on the 2/f at the e¢nd of December 1955).

b) That a new heavy bomber unit was expected to arrive on the a/f as soon
as the taxiways Lad all been widened.

c) That the Russian authorities were going to cvacuate the villages of
Grunewald, Kurtschlag, Klein Doelln, Gr. Vaeter, Bebersee and Gollin. Vietmanns-
dorf and Cr. Doelln have not so far been mentioned as being amongst the villuges
due for evacuation.

1) That a special fuel depot was to be constiucted near the SOUTH WEST
dispersal area, to be fed by an entirely new 1ail spur lcading on to the a/f.

e) That a series of new heavy roads were to be built connecting a/f tos-
GOLLIN

(1i) BEBERSEE
(iii) GRUSS DOELLN

(iv) VOEGELSANG Barracks.

~~
(=3

f) That ail German workmen would be removed from the a/f by Autumn 1956.
UNCODED

g) That the second storage installation would be bigger and heavier
built than the existing No. 1 Storage Installation.
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